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MISSION STATEMENT
Tsinghua International School fosters creative critical thinkers who have roots in
China and are prepared to lead in the global community.

VISION STATEMENT
Tsinghua International School will be the model international school harmonizing the
best of Western and Chinese education and culture. The school will develop the whole
child, nurturing individuals of exceptional character who will make positive
contributions to the world.

CORE VALUES
With the motto of ‘Self-Discipline and Social Commitment’ and the spirit of ‘Actions
Speak Louder than Words,” Tsinghua University and its affiliate schools have a moral
responsibility to self-improvement in service of the well-being of Chinese society and
to world development. Tsinghua Spirit directs and guides the THIS community of joyful
learners—students, parents, teachers and staff as we cultivate our core values:

Wellbeing— Building healthy bodies and minds through habits that lead to a positive self-
image and an active, productive life.

Integrity— Nurturing a strong moral character and social responsibility by adhering to the
highest standards of conduct in public and private life.

Respect — Cultivating a global awareness and an open mind by honoring ourselves and
others through welcoming differences while embracing the richness of Chinese culture.

Leadership — Developing and enacting a vision that makes positive contributions in service
to our school, local, and global communities

Collaboration — Working with people with diverse identities to solve problems and achieve
goals through sharing our gifts, strengths, and perspectives.

Innovation — Seeking out meaningful learning experiences that spark our curiosity in order
to develop creative responses to challenges and opportunities.



GRADE 6 - All courses are required
Chinese Aor B

Chinese History A or B

English Language Arts 6

ELS 6 (based on English Level)
Mathematics 6

Integrated Science 6
Geography

Physical Education 6

Eastern Art 6

Western Art 6

Vocal Music 6 or Band 6
Computer Foundations
Theatre 6

MS Enrichment

GRADE 8 — Required Courses
Chinese Aor B

Chinese History A or B

English Language Arts

Algebra 1

Integrated Science 8

Medieval World History

Physical Education 8 and Health 8
Computer Applications 8

GRADE 7 - All courses are required
Chinese Aor B

Chinese History Aor B

English Language Arts 7

ELS 7 (based on English level)
Pre-Algebra

Integrated Science 7

Ancient World History

Physical Education 7 and Health 7
Eastern Art 7

Western Art 7

Vocal Music 7 or Band 7
Computer Applications 7

Theatre 7

STEAM 7

GRADE 8 —Elective Courses

Students choose two of the following:

Eastern Art 8
Western Art 8
Advanced Band
Vocal Music 8
Theatre 8

ESL 8 (may be required based on English

level.)
French | or Spanish |



In middle school, promotion from one grade to the next is based on overall student
performance. Our goal is to help all Spartan Learners make substantial progress in their
academic studies. When deciding upon middle school promotion, students must demonstrate
significant progress toward proficiency in speaking, listening, reading and writing in English,
regardless of grades earned. Students should also have good attendance and not have
significant behavior issues. Additionally, students at each grade level are subject to the
following conditions:

For Grade 6

Any student earning a grade of “F” in one or more subjects and/or a grade of “D” in two or
more subjects on their final report card will begin the next school year on Academic Probation.
Students who remain on Academic Probation for both semesters of grade 7 will begin grade
8 with a conditional re-enrollment contract stating that the student must pass all their classes
to be promoted to the High school or will not be invited back to THIS.

For Grade 7

Any student earning a grade of “F” in one or more subjects and/or a grade of “D” in two or
more subjects on their final report card will begin the next school year on Academic Probation.
Students who remain on Academic Probation for both semesters of grade 8 will repeat grade
8 with a conditional re-enrollment contract stating that the student must pass all their classes
to be promoted to the High school or will not be invited back to THIS.

For Grade 8

Any student having a grade of “F” in one or more subjects or a grade of “D” in two or more
subjects on the semester 2 Report Card will not be promoted to high school. The student will
repeat grade 8 with a conditional re-enrollment contract stating that the student must pass
all their classes to be promoted to high school or will not be invited back to THIS. Students
must also pass their grade 8 Capstone Project to be promoted to high school.

In some cases, teachers may describe a student’s coursework as “incomplete” instead of
letter grades. This designation will be used for any student who, because of special
circumstances, has not or cannot fulfill the course requirements. Before any such designation
is used, the teacher will inform the Secondary Director, in writing, of the student’s missed
coursework and the circumstances involved. The student can earn a letter grade in the course,



provided they complete all the missing work in an agreed timeframe. In the event the work is
not completed in the timeframe prescribed, the student will earn an “F” and not receive credit
for the course.

BAND (0.5 credit)

NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2

COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED, UNLESS TAKING VOCAL MUSIC 6 OR SEI/ELS

Want to join the band but don’t play a band instrument? This is the class for you!! You will
have an opportunity to explore instruments and find the one that expresses your soul, learn
to read music, and play your chosen instrument in an ensemble. This class covers everything
you need to know to join the band in grade 7.

CHINESE 6A (1 credit) 13 6 2% A ¥ (1 2243)
NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2 | 2 N3 #7

COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED, UNLESS TAKING CHINESE 6B | W& (f&3E#E 3T B 3E)

Do you want to know how Lao She grows flowers? Do you want to know the image of Lu Xun
in the eyes of his little niece? Do you want to know why Feng Jicai, a famous writer, was
beaten by his father when he was a child? Do you want to know the story behind Ms. Bing
Xin's closeness to nature? Do you want to know the story of the four masters and disciples in
the Chinese classic Journey to the West? The grade 6 Chinese class leads you into a wonderful,
story-filled Chinese world. We will not only learn new words and recite ancient poems, but
also learn to write and express clearly. Words and phrases, reading competitions, reading
reports five minutes before class and one book a month are your stage. In addition, you will
see loving and childlike philosophies, and learn from the Analects of Confucius about how to
get along with parents, teachers, and friends.
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CHINESE 6B (1 credit) F3 6 SE{ B IE (1 F4H)

NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2 | 2 N3 HA

COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED, UNLESS TAKING CHINESE 6A | wA& (BRIEZEHST A BE)

Do you want to introduce yourself and your family members to new friends in Chinese? Do
you want to express your career pursuit and dreams in Chinese? Want to understand every
landmark and billboard? Want to know more about 5000 years of Chinese civilization? You
will start from here and roam in the vast and profound Chinese culture. In Chinese 6B, we will
use Easy Step to Chinese (1) as our textbook. You will improve your spoken and written ability
continuously. You can learn to read pinyin and learn how to write Chinese character
component and monosyllabic characters for about 800-1000 basic words. What’s more, you
will also learn to communicate with others in Chinese and express yourself appropriately.
Writing in Chinese is no longer difficult: you will learn to write simple essays, diary entries,
and email combining language knowledge and language skills. By the end of the year, you will
be able to use preliminary Chinese and grasp the foundations of the Chinese language. In
addition, you will build your broad horizon of Chinese and western culture.
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CHINESE HISTORY 6A (0.25 credit) REHSE 6 4% A BE (0. 25 F4)

NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2 | 2 MEHA

COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED, UNLESS TAKING CHINESE HISTORY 6B | & (B&AEZEhEFRSE
B ¥E)

Do you want to know how 5000 years of Chinese civilization began? Want to explore the time
of Confucius? Want to know why the ancients built the Great Wall? Want to know how the
Silk Road, which connected China and Europe, started? Want to know the most exotic stories
of the Three Kingdoms period? Together, we will explore the vastness of Chinese history, from
the legends of Huang Di and Yan Di, to the Northern and Southern dynasties. We will mainly
discuss the Spring and autumn and Warring States periods, Qin, Han dynasties and the Three
Kingdoms period. You will have a preliminary understanding of the glorious and resplendent
Chinese civilization.
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CHINESE HISTORY 6B (0.25 credit) FE 5 6 £E4% B B (0. 25 £ 43)

NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2 | 2 N3 H7

COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED, UNLESS TAKING CHINESE HISTORY 6A | & (B&AEZEhERSE
A BE)

Do you want to know the very beginning of the 5000-year-old Chinese civilization? Do you
want to explore the time of Confucius? Do you want to know why the Great Wall is built? Do
you want to know how the Silk Road, which connected China and Europe, started? Do you
want to know the stories of the Three Kingdoms period? In Chinese History 6B, we use A
Chinese History Reader as our textbook. You will explore the Chinese history from the legends
of Huang Di and Yan Di to the Three Kingdoms period. You will have a preliminary
understanding of the glorious and resplendent Chinese civilization.
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COMPUTER APPLICATIONS (1 credit)

NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2

COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED

This course will help you acquire skills so you can efficiently, effectively and responsibly utilize
technology. It integrates computer technology with your other classes to support and expand
what you learn. Computer Applications aims to aid in your preparation to meet the challenges
of a changing world. You will learn how to use word processing software (Word/Pages),
spreadsheet software (Excel/Numbers), presentation software (PowerPoint/ Keynote/ Prezi),
as well as how to podcast and screencast. You will also develop good Digital Citizenship skills
including those related to Internet safety, privacy and security, prevention of cyber bullying,
self-image and identity, information literacy, and copyright policies. You will also learn how
to code and be able to create simple games using Scratch.

EASTERN ART (0.5 credit)

NUMBER OF SEMESTERS:1

COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED

You will have an opportunity to explore Chinese art, including traditional Chinese painting,
kai shu calligraphy, Chinese character design, and folk art. You will learn art skills through
designed projects, and gradually building an understanding about Eastern art!

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS (1 credit)

NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2

COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED, UNLESS TAKING STRUCTURED ENGLISH IMMERSION 6

Grade 6 English Language Arts is taught through the lens of Reader’s and Writer’s Workshop.
In Reader’s, students will have the opportunity to immerse themselves in new novels while
having meaningful discussions about these books with peers. You will study characters deeply
and explore social issues with the support of non-fiction books discussed during book clubs.



In Writer’s, you will continue your journey of becoming a better writer by analyzing the tools
writers use to make their work compelling and powerful and then working to master these
moves to bring your writing to a new level. You will focus on personal narrative, fantasy
stories, and literary essays. Get ready to develop your reading and writing skills!

GEOGRAPHY (1 credit)

NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2

COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED

Grade 6 Geography is all about investigating the world around you and growing your
geographic abilities in your journey to understanding the world we live in. In this class you
will learn about different parts of the world through case studies, research, detective work,
and interviews. You will have the chance to discover topics such as climate change, patterns
of human movement and settlement, the physical world's impact on humans, and how these
issues work together to make you who you are.

INTEGRATED SCIENCE (1 credit)

NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2

COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED

In grade 6 Science class, you will explore four broad units that include different science
content areas (earth, life and physical). Each unit revolves around one unifying theme and
contains many different phenomena for you to investigate, explain, or problem-solve. At the
end of each unit, you will complete a unit test and a project tying together what you have
learned. The four units include Exploring Earth (he Interactions of Earth Systems and Space),
Exploring Life (Classifying Living things, Evolution and Diversity in Plants and Animals),
Understanding Matter (Atoms, Matter, Physical and Chemical changes) and Understanding
Energy (Energy transformations). This year-long curriculum is aligned to the Next Generation
Science Standards and includes an introductory groupwork unit.

MATHEMATICS (1 credit)

NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2

COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED

This course will expand on what you learned in mathematics in grade 5. Within our learning
community, we will go deeper into foundational topics like fractions, decimals, ratios,
proportions, and statistics; we will investigate geometry topics like measurement and
graphing, and begin to discover pre-algebra topics like expressions, equations, tables and
graphs. The course will be collaborative, so you will be working in math study teams where
you will have a unique role to play so that your group succeeds and learns. This will build your
teamwork skills as well as your level of individual responsibility.

MIDDLE SCHOOL ENRICHMENT (0.5 credit)
NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2

COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED
Are you excited about what you'll learn in middle school? Are you a little nervous, too? In
Middle School Enrichment, you’ll work on the skills you need to be successful in your courses,



from keeping track of your assignments to reading nonfiction texts. You will learn to explore
topics, ask the right questions, and discover areas you wish to investigate. This class will help
you collect evidence, evaluate and organize what you find, and put it to use in your
assignments. The course will also develop and support your ability to make connections,
deepen your understanding, and prepare you to express your ideas.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION (1 credit)

NUMBER OF SEMESTERS:2

COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED

Physical Education allows you to find and explore new activities and sports that you can enjoy
for the rest of your life. It keeps you healthy, strong, and ready for any challenge! grade 6
Physical Education is an active class that involves movement and sports skills in different
game settings and activities. You will experience many different types of individual and team
experiences, that will push you to have fun and learn new sports and activities. The goal of
Physical Education class is to develop your knowledge, understanding, skills and confidence
to enjoy a lifetime of healthful physical activity.

STRUCTURED ENGLISH IMMERSION (SEI)/ENGLISH LANGUAGE SUPPORT (ELS) (1.5 credit)

NUMBER OF SEMESTERS:2

COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED, UNLESS TAKING ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 6

In this class, we will follow the Reader’s and Writer’s model to help you develop your English
language abilities. In Writer’'s Workshop, we will work on your writing by building vocabulary,
practicing grammar, and organizing your ideas. You will learn to explore topics, ask the right
guestions, and discover areas you wish to investigate. This class will help you collect, evaluate,
and use evidence in your assignments. In Reader’s Workshop, you will read many diverse
types of books including realistic fiction, informational texts, and books about social issues.
The course will also develop your ability to make connections, deepen your understanding,
and express your ideas. Throughout the course you will be encouraged to ask questions and
work with your classmates. You will have plenty of one-on-one time with the teacher, giving
you the support you need. You will learn strategies and skills that will help you be successful
in all your classes at THIS.

THEATRE (0.5 credit)

NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2

COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED, UNLESS TAKING SEI/ELS

What is acting and what is theatre? This class will help you learn the basics of improvisation

and performance. You'll learn how to express yourself while working together as a team,
since theatre is all about teamwork! This class includes games, discussion, acting exercises,
reflection, and improvisation. You will build your character, your confidence, and begin to
explore the craft of acting.

VOCAL MUSIC (0.5 credit)



NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2

COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED, UNLESS TAKING BAND 6 OR SEI/ELS

Want to sing cool songs with others? Want to improve your singing skills? Want to perform
on stage? Come join the choir! You will learn music fundamentals, sight-reading skills, and
choir music from around the world.

WESTERN ART (0.5 credit)

NUMBER OF SEMESTERS:1

COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED

In Western Art class, you will be learning art concepts while you are creating art projects. In
this class students will develop and improve your artistic skills in drawing, painting, designing,
and modeling. Students will also develop your creativity and you will use it as a healthy way
to express your feelings, emotions, and ideas through their artwork.



ANCIENT WORLD HISTORY (1 credit)

NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2

COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED

Do you like mummies and mysteries, Greek gods and myths, and ancient Chinese inventions?
Then you will love Ancient World History!!! We will study the ancient world beginning with
the early humans and ending with ancient Rome. We will include the rise of the early
civilizations, ancient Egypt and the Middle East, and ancient India, China, Greece, and Rome.
We will explore how these civilizations came to be, how they grew and influenced others, the
differences in their cultures and beliefs, and the major achievements of each civilization.

BAND (0.5 credit)

NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2

COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED, UNLESS TAKING VOCAL MUSIC OR SEI/ELS

Whether you already know how to play an instrument and can’t wait to play with your friends
or want to join the band but don’t play a band instrument, Band 7 has a spot for you!! You
will play more challenging and fun music on your chosen instrument in an ensemble, or if you
are new to instrumental music, you will have an opportunity to explore instruments and find
the one that expresses your soul, learn to read music, and play your instrument in an
ensemble. This class will cover everything you need to know to join the 8th grade Advanced
Band.

CHINESE 7A (1 credit) 3 7 £ A HE (1 E43)
NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2 | 2 N3 #7

COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED, UNLESS TAKING CHINESE 7B | W& (BRIEZES3C B BH)

Grade 7 Chinese class will open a literary door for students, enabling them to get close to the
masters and appreciate their beautiful literary works. Texts are selected intentionally to guide
students through multi-dimensional reading: intensive reading, skip reading, scanning,
declaiming, and silent reading. At the same time, books such as Dawn Blossoms Plucked at
Dusk, The Analects of Confucius, The Rickshaw Boy and 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea will
develop students’ interests and aesthetic ability, guiding them to read and lay a solid
foundation for life-long learning and personality development. We will also hone skills in



writing essays, unit compositions, and reading reports to motivate you to love writing, self-
expression, and creative expression. By widening the scope of study in ancient poetry and
sinology, this course will improve students’ love for traditional Chinese culture and literature,
with the added benefit of improving literacy.
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CHINESE 7B (1 credit) F3Z 7 ££4% B 3E (1 243)

NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2 | 2 N3 HA

COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED, UNLESS TAKING CHINESE 7A | @& (BRIEFEHC A BE)

Do you want to talk about the weather in Beijing and your vacation with your Chinese friends?
Do you want to make a phone call to order food in Chinese by yourself? Do you know how to
see a doctor in China? Do you want to take a taxi by using an app like DiDi? Do you want to
know Chinese fairy tales? In Chinese 7B, we use Easy Steps to Chinese (2) and Easy Steps to
Chinese (3) as our textbooks. Students will learn to pronounce and write 1000-1500 Chinese
words, learn to communicate in Chinese about your life and your studies, learn to express
themselves, and describe their experiences, write diary entries, emails, and easy articles.
Meanwhile, through the comparison between East and West, students will also learn more
about Chinese culture.
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CHINESE HISTORY 7A (0.25 credit) F[E 52 7 £E4% A 31 (0. 25 £ 4)
NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2 | 2 M HA

COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED, UNLESS TAKING CHINESE HISTORY 7B | @& (BRIEEHREFH S
B BH)

We have recited so many Tang poems so far, but we have to wonder how these poems came
about. Why are there so many different styles of Song Ci poetry? What history lies behind the
paintings, Riverside Scene at Qingming Festival and A Panorama of Rivers and Mountains?
How was China's rooster-shaped territory formed? This class will help students learn more
about the Chinese civilization. They will learn the history of China from Sui and Tang to Yuan
dynasties, including the background of Tang Poems and Song Ci Poetry, as well as the
territorial changes in different dynasties. Students will gain a profound understanding of
Chinese civilization.

FATIIN TS 1 B 3 2 AR ) 2 R A A H IR 4 2 RS R IR e (i B L
B (TR ED) T 42T 5 205 BRI P 587 TR [ G R A ) Fey [ o e
TR ? A B e R AR — 0 TR R LTSN E s . B/ \ER, AR SIS
JRE IS 380 B I S e [ D SRR, T R R R R P AR I AR S, 5 ) s b s A
AR, X ST AR



CHINESE HISTORY 7B (0.25 credit) FREIJSE 7 S£4% B 3 (0. 25 % 43)
NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2 | 2 N4

COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED, UNLESS TAKING CHINESE HISTORY 7A | #4& (B&AEZESRER
SEAED
How did China go through the wars of the Spring and Autumn Period and the Warring States
period and move towards unity? What kind of emperor was Qin Shihuang? Why are the
Chinese called “Han people?” What kind of era was the Three Kingdoms period? Students will
learn the history of the Qin and Han Dynasties. In this process, the students are not only
learners of history, but also historical explorers and interpreters. Students will find the truth
of history through the evidence left behind by history.
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COMPUTER APPLICATIONS 7 (0.5 credit)
NUMBER OF SEMESTERS:2
COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED

Students will use computers and application software including word processing,
presentation, database, spreadsheets, Internet, and email to prepare elementary documents
and reports. This course is designed to use the advanced features of Word, Excel, and
PowerPoint and to integrate data between the applications. The impact of computers on
society and ethical issues are presented. Students will gain basic hands-on experience using
the integrated programs of Microsoft Office 2011. You will also learn advanced topics in
coding and be able to design simple apps.

EASTERN ART (0.5 credit)

NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 1

COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED

Students will continue to explore Chinese art based on what they have learned in grade 6,
including traditional Chinese painting, Li Shu calligraphy, decorative painting, and folk art.
Students will also learn art skills through designed projects, building a deeper understanding
of Eastern Art.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS (1 credit)

NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2

COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED, UNLESS TAKING STRUCTURED ENGLISH IMMERSION 7

Grade 7 English Language Arts, students continue their journey through Readers and Writers
workshop. In Readers, students will have the opportunity to immerse yourself in new novels
while having meaningful discussions about these books with peers. Students will investigate
characters through historical fiction and Midsummer Night’s Dream. In Writers, students will
continue the journey of becoming a writer. They will also build on the tools writers use to
make their work compelling and powerful as you work to master these moves to bring your

10



writing to a new level. Students will focus on writing realistic fiction, writing about reading,
argumentative essays, and poetry.

HEALTH (0.25 credit)

NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2

COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED

Health 7 focuses on essential information that promotes a healthy lifestyle. During this class,
students will study concepts related to health promotion and disease prevention, including
demonstrating the ability to access valid health information and health promoting products
and services, practice healthy behaviors, and reduce health related risks. They will also
analyze the influence of culture, media, technology, and other social factors on health.
Throughout this course, students will develop the literacy needed to advocate for personal,
family, and community health.

INTEGRATED SCIENCE 7 (1 credit)

NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2

COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED

Students in middle school Science develop an understanding of the key concepts to help them
make sense of the Life Sciences, understand the core ideas of the Physical Sciences, and build
upon a wide range of topics in the Earth & Space Sciences as well as engineering design. The
curriculum is aligned to the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) and each unit revolves
around one unifying theme and contains many different phenomena for students to explore,
investigate, explain, and problem-solve. In 7t grade science, those units are as follows - Life:
Structure and Function (Classifying Life, Cells, Reproduction); Life: Changes and Interactions
(Genetics, Natural Selection, Body Systems, Interactions of Living Things); Energy and Matter
(Foundational Chemistry, Periodic Table, Energy and Heat); Earth: A Dynamic Planet (Earth’s
Systems, Natural Resources, Atmosphere, Weather, Climate); and Exploring the Universe
(Forces and Motion, Sun-Earth-Moon System, Solar System).

MATHEMATICS (1 credit)

NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2

COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED

This course will introduce students to pre-Algebra topics. They will investigate Geometry
topics such as angles, surface area, volume, triangles, transformations, and measurement.
Students will also continue to discover pre-algebra topics such as linear relationships,
equations, inequalities, exponents, probability, and data analysis. In all of these topics,
students, along with their Math Study Teams, will work to express ideas using multiple
representations.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION (1 credit)

NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2
COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED
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Physical Education allows students to discover and explore new activities that they can enjoy
for the rest of your life! Grade 7 Physical Education is a physically active class that promotes
movement and sports skills in a variety of game settings and activities. Students will
experience many different types of individual and team activities that will push them to have
fun and learn new sports and experiences. The goal of Physical Education class is to develop
your knowledge, skills, and confidence to enjoy a lifetime of healthful physical activity.

STEAM (0.5 credit)

NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2

COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED

Students will learn how to take their ideas and turn them into real-world applications. They
will take what they learn in your Science, Technology, Art, and Math classes and use it to make
things like windmills, roller coasters, and a working model home. Additionally, electrical
circuits, 3D printing, and woodworking are just some of the things you will get to do in this
class.

STRUCTURED ENGLISH IMMERSION (SEI)/ENGLISH LANGUAGE SUPPORT (ELS) (1.5 credit)

NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2

COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED, UNLESS TAKING ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

In grade 7 SEl, students continue their journey through Readers and Writers workshop. In
Readers, students will have the opportunity to immerse yourself in new novels while having
meaningful discussions about these books. In Writers, students will continue the journey of
becoming a writer. Meanwhile, the SEI/ELS course helps students hone their English-language
skills with a focus on vocabulary, reading and listening strategies, speaking and pronunciation,
and writing papers with flow of ideas and organization. Students will also learn grammar that
will help in all areas of instruction including History, Math, Science, and more.

THEATRE (0.5 credit)

NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2

COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED UNLESS TAKING SEI/ELS

Continuing with the foundations laid in grade 6 Theatre, students will explore their creative
side as they develop vocal control, body movement, and stage presence. Students will also
learn about all the fun theatre has to offer and learn to connect with the characters you
portray. In this class, they will play theatre games, develop your improvisation skills, work
with scripts, build confidence, and explore the world in a creative way.

VOCAL MUSIC (0.5 credit)
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NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2

COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED, UNLESS TAKING BAND OR SEI/ELS

In this course, students will learn music fundamentals, sight-reading skills, and how to
collaborate with other choir members. Moreover, they will sing cool songs with others, and
improve their singing skills. Music is an excellent medium to build confidence, one’s own
personality and community.

WESTERN ART (0.5 credit)

NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 1

COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED

In Western Art class, students will be learning art concepts while creating art projects. They
will improve and develop skills, such as drawing, painting, and modeling. While honing
creativity, student will also use it as a healthy way to express feelings, emotions, and ideas
using art as a communication tool. Students will also collaborate with each other and create
some collective artwork and share and present their projects to peers.
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Grade 8 Courses

ADVANCED BAND (1 credit)

NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2

COURSE DESCRIPTION: ELECTIVE

Want to continue playing in the band? Are you new to THIS or a returning student who already
knows how to play an instrument and can’t wait to play with friends? Students will continue
playing their chosen instrument in an ensemble, playing more challenging and fun music.
Students can also pick up a secondary instrument for the good of the ensemble (like bass
clarinet, Bari sax, or tuba). This class covers everything they will need to know to join the High
School Band.

ALGEBRA 1 (1 credit)

NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2

COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED

Algebra 1 will provide a solid base for future mathematical learning and an awareness of the
many uses of mathematics in society. Included in the course is the study of rational numbers,
variables, quadratic equations, functions, and more. Students will learn how to write, solve,
and graph linear, inequality, quadratic, and exponential equations and work with systems of
equations. They will develop the ability to explore and solve mathematical problems, think
critically, justify your thoughts, work collaboratively with others in your groups, and
communicate your reasoning of mathematical ideas clearly. They will also discover and make
connections between multiple representations of graphs, tables, equations, and everyday life
contexts.

CHINESE 8A (1 credit) H13Z 8 &£4% A FE (1 Z47)
NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2 | 2 N8

COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED, UNLESS TAKING CHINESE 8B | & (BgIEZE3C B BE)

14



Learn from the optimism and perseverance of Su Dongpo and Shi Tiesheng as they faced
adversity in life. Experience the family love of Zhu Ziging and Kawabata Yasunari who learned
that blood is thicker than water. Feel brokenhearted at how Du Fu and Wen Tianxiang faced
broken mountains and rivers and were not able to realize their ambitions, but still persevered
out of love for country. Enjoy the magical beauty and natural charm of Chinese mountains
and rivers under the pen of Yu Qiuyu and Zhang Dai? In Chinese 8A, we will be reading many
works of literature — both ancient and modern, Chinese and foreign — to develop a rich
vocabulary while enhancing reading ability. Students will develop as a both a speaker and a
writer. They will read The Gay Genius, The Temple of Earth and I, and Fu Lei's Family Letter to
gain an in-depth interpretation about the writers’ life experience. Finally, the Chinese classics
Mencius Annotate and The Book of Rites, will inspire students in the last year of middle school.
PRABIRSZ TRAR I SRR AEAE B TR (R iA AN 2 JRAE IR BTG )1 i R B T Ik T 7K
(5 2R E D 2 JRAEATUE AL FE . SCORAESE R A N TRINT L ya] B R 1T 2 A T I 1) e 197 5 B2 98 IE
A2 ARABFRE RN . SRS T E A L RN B Er 5 TS5 R R 2\ K5 SR,
TATRRE O BE S A i s, AReER R0 ), RIP M EETHRe ). B IRm”
FREEYE” P UARIE S ARKILGE ), #ATH B DERIL; @K “BIEEE” AT LLER
HEEIM R B E CMBORE NIRRT FRBUEL) « (FREHIR) M1 (EEED) 1)
%3 SR, FTRLERE IR AU ER E T ESNAE, AN B Sz A W s iz . 4,
ez () A GRLig) BOkse,  #OR IS AR R B A] h ds 5 — AR ) Hh 30 ST I

CHINESE 8B (1 credit) 13 8 ££4% B 3 (1 ¥43)

NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2 | 2 M H#j

COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED, UNLESS TAKING CHINESE 8A | @& (BRIEFE 3T A BE)
Become confident in explaining your school life in Chinese. Learn the cultural differences
between Eastern and Western festivals. Learn the skills needed to take on the challenge of
travelling in China. This class will use Chinese textbooks for grades 4 and 6 local schools to
cultivate students' interest in learning Chinese. Students will improve their linguistic skills in
listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Students will learn the appropriate ways to use
words and sentences by reading literature books. Every week, students will be given open
topics for their essays, which allow them to express themselves independently and creatively.
Students will improve their overall language literacy skills as well as collaboration and
innovation abilities through participating in thematic practical activities such as Stories of
Scientific Invention, Interesting Idioms, and Chinese Historical Myths.

WIEH E R, 2 7S AR IR 5 ) AR A A BRI SR AR TS 2 R B AR IE R T 5 i H ik
HAAT? REGEMRE—T B S BAETEIRAT? ARRFER £ 2 A5 2 LB (7530 Y.
NIRRT, ARG IR ARSI DOERIONER, RN 3. 1. SRRV AR AT
FAEPI B H s B i ir Ay, DLEEEE SRR BRI ECEE , ik
T HEIEMRL T BT SR EIES), ARk R RS B R B R |
o g SR AR, LSRR SO S PR AR SO R TR, IR E e ERE UGB RE

CHINESE HISTORY 8A (0.25 credit) F[E| 58 8 £F4% A B (0. 25 % 4y)
NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2 | 2 NFHA

COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED, UNLESS TAKING CHINESE HISTORY 8B | @& (BAEEHREFSE
B ¥E)
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How was China's rooster-shaped territory formed? How did other countries surpass China
during the Ming and Qing dynasty, when China was the leading country in the world for more
than two thousand years? What was the society like in Ming and Qing when there were
constant changes? How did Qing dynasty fall from its superior position? The grade 8 Chinese
History class will teach students about the rise and fall of Ming and Qing dynasties and the
Republic of China and explore how China achieved the nation’s revival.

IAE [ A HE RS R i ) [ b R AT T i 2 AE TS B T TR AR v [ BE I R A
eI ARG R e ? Ak T R ARSI T B AR AL 2 AR AT A RERIRDL? T EHERE
MR BB WRvE N BRI 7 R E P SRR R TR T O KT B
AL IR R R E I R, 7 E VR 2 R P SR AR, IR AR RR I D B .

CHINESE HISTORY 8B (0.25 credit) FhE [ 5 8 ££4% B FE (0. 25 Z4y)
NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2 | 2 N8

COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED, UNLESS TAKING CHINESE HISTORY 8A | #& (BIEEDREFRSE
A 3

Explore why the Chinese wear “Tangzhuang” and why all the China towns are called “Tang
Ren Street.” Learn about the fascinating, heroic and graceful Song lyrics. Delve into the
historical evolution of the geographical map of China over 1000 million square kilometers.
Chinese History 8B will take students along the historical timeline to a thousand years ago for
a glimpse into the flourishing age of the Tang dynasty and of the vast expanse of the Yuan
Dynasty. The historical pictures and stories will bring students back to that magnificent age.
PRAE R AEFE R ABATHENZE “FH3e” , EAMY China Town #MY “HEANHET” 6?2 RES
— N UUHE SR AN Z SR B96 24 PR A 1] JIT 2 1R Ve 2 R A& 75 R0 T ] 110 1t 280 i ] G R Bk, o5
SR K Bl 2 BT ALy 2 -eeeee 8 LR B HyH STy s R M URVEAE D SRS TR, — IR T4, —
R BRI e 2, — W ORFHSC IR SRIE N, — SocH I b, ik —skak s f, —
BB S A AT [ SIS B R R

CAPSTONE (0.5 credit)
NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 1
COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED

In the final year of middle school, students will conceptualize and complete a project that focuses on
real-life challenges and solutions. In the first semester, the project begins with research and
exploration of real-world challenges within different core courses together with building on research
skills already acquired in grades 6 and 7. This is the culmination of a student’s growth over the middle
school years. This is followed by focused time in the second semester in STEAM class to bring the
project to fruition.

COMPUTER APPLICATIONS (0.5 credit)
NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 1
COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED

In this course, students will learn how to use many different computer applications to use
technology creatively. Throughout the year, they will learn how to work collaboratively to
code, design video games, create animation projects, and develop additional advanced
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applications. Key programs include Scratch, iMovie, and more. This course will also help
students develop the skills they’ll need to use multimedia technology in their other classes.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS (1 credit)
NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2
COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED

Grade 8 English Language Arts proceeds with Reader’s and Writer’s workshop. Students will
have the opportunity to immerse themselves in new novels while having meaningful
discussions about these books with peers. They will be focusing on reading contemporary
fiction, dystopian novels, and learning about identity reading graphic novels in Reader’s. In
Writer’s, students will continue the journey of becoming a writer. Students will analyze the
tools writers use to make their work compelling and powerful to take their writing to a new
level. They will focus on historical fiction, literary essays, positions papers, and poetry.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE SUPPORT (1 credit)

NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2

COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED, UNLESS TAKING ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

This class is designed to allow students to grow in reading, writing, speaking, listening, and study skills
at a pace that best fits their learning style and needs. In a small class environment, students will be
able to focus on the needs and concerns of their core classes. Students will have opportunities to
identify areas of improvement in their own learning and use materials and content from other classes
to build on their knowledge of English.

HEALTH (0.25 credit)
NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2
COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED

Health 8 will help students become healthy individuals. Healthy individuals act as healthy
members of society by making informed decisions based on understanding the impact of
negative behaviors and having the knowledge, skills, and resources to make better choices.
The health course focuses on important information to promote healthy living in practical
situations that they will encounter in their growing years.

INTEGRATED SCIENCE (1 credit)
NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2
COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED

In grade 8 Science, students will explore six broad units that include Motion and Energy, Interactions
of Matter, Understanding the Universe, Earth and Geologic Changes, Exploring Ecology, and Heredity
and Human Body Systems. Each unit revolves around one unifying theme and contains many different
phenomena to investigate, explain, or problem-solve. At the end of each unit, students will complete
a project or group assignment tying together what they have learned. This year-long curriculum is
aligned to the Next Generation Science Standards and includes an introductory groupwork unit where
scientific inquiry frameworks and method are explored.
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EASTERN ART (1 credit)
NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2
COURSE DESCRIPTION: ELECTIVE

Students will have an opportunity to explore Chinese art through this year-long course that
includes traditional Chinese painting “Gong Bi Hua Niao,” “Xie Yi Mei Zhu,” woodcut,
calligraphy “Zhuan Shu,” tie dye, and folk art “Nian Hua.” Students will choose one or two
from these projects and explore them more in-depth during the year. Students will learn art
skills through designed projects, building deeper understandings about the tradition and
cultural context of Chinese art.

FRENCH I (1 credit)
NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2
COURSE DESCRIPTION: ELECTIVE (MUST CONTINUE WITH FRENCH Il IN GRADE 9)

Parlez-vous frangais? In French | students will learn the most basic of French language and culture,
covering the level Al1.1 of the CEFR. You will be able to ask and answer basic questions and state your
tastes and preferences, as well as learn a bit about how life is for teenagers in French speaking
countries. Students will be able to introduce themselves, ask and answer questions about identity,
talk about school, talk about clothes and style and preferences, and more. The course uses the book
system Adomania 1, a new textbook from 2016, designed specifically for teenagers, with topics
appealing to them. French class is taught mostly in immersion style and is task oriented — you learn by
doing and communicate with a purpose.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION (1 credit)
NUMBER OF SEMESTERS:2
COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED

Physical Education is a fun-filled, active class that improves one’s sports skills through a
variety of games. Students will experience many different types of action-packed individual
and team activities. Grade 8 Physical Education allows students to discover and explore new
activities that they can enjoy for the rest of their lives! The aim of physical education is to
develop foundational skills, knowledge and motivation that pave the way for a healthy, happy
adulthood.

SPANISH I (1 credit)
NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2
COURSE DESCRIPTION: ELECTIVE (MUST CONTINUE WITH SPANISH Il IN GRADE 9)

Did you know that today Spanish is the second most taught language in the world after English? Did
you know that it has more native speakers than any other language in the world except for Mandarin?
If your English and Mandarin are already good enough, why not make the perfect trio with Spanish?
In the Spanish | class, you’ll get your very first taste of the language and culture shared by 495 million
native speakers in 21 countries on 4 continents. You will learn how to introduce and talk about yourself
and your family, how to order food, how to ask for directions and how to share a little bit of your own
culture and, above all, how to make friends in Spanish!

STEAM (0.5 credit)
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NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 1
COURSE DESCRIPTION: REQUIRED

Students will learn how to take their ideas and turn them into real-world applications. They
will take what they learn in your Science, Technology, Art, and Math classes and use it to
identify real-life challenges, problem solve through solution design. Additionally, electrical
circuits, 3D printing, and woodworking are just some of the things you will get to do in this
class.

THEATRE (1 credit)

NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2

COURSE DESCRIPTION: ELECTIVE

Building on previous theatre courses, students will learn the depth to theatre and what’s
behind the scenes. Students will become familiar with many popular plays and what it means
to put together a theatre production. This includes costumes, stage design, direction,
technical aspects, and the actor’s stage movements.

VOCAL MUSIC (1 credit)

NUMBER OF SEMESTERS: 2

COURSE DESCRIPTION: ELECTIVE

In this course, students will learn music fundamentals, sight-reading skills, choir music from
around the world, and how to collaborate with other musicians. Moreover, they will sing cool
songs with others, and improve their singing skills. Music is an excellent medium to build
confidence, one’s own personality and community.

WESTERN ART (1 credit)

NUMBER OF SEMESTERS:2

COURSE DESCRIPTION: ELECTIVE

Grade 8 Western Art class is project-based, which means that students will learn art concepts
while creating art projects. They will improve and develop skills, such as drawing, painting,
and modeling. While honing creativity, students will also use it as a healthy way to express
feelings, emotions, and ideas using art as a communication tool. Students will also develop
skills in art criticism, research, discussion, and presentation. They will collaborate with each
other and with other content areas. When appropriate, students will work on interdisciplinary
projects connecting the arts with Science, Social Studies, and Literature.

19



	MISSION STATEMENT
	VISION STATEMENT
	CORE VALUES
	Courses at Each Grade Level
	Middle School Promotion Policy
	Special Circumstances
	Grade 6
	Grade 7 Courses
	Grade 8 Courses

